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We guarantee to improve your 
computer skills . 

Have you considered  
taking your laptop for an 
outing? Not to the Mall or 
the Club maybe, but  
perhaps when you are  
going away on holiday or 
even working away from 
home? Your laptop could 
be a useful item to  
include in your luggage.  
Many places now offer 
Wi-Fiðhotels, campsites 
and even MacDonaldôs. 
Some offer it free as part 
of their service. Others 
charge a nominal fee. 
This means that you can 
access the internet with 
your laptop and make use 
of facilities such as:- 
 Emailð You can 
send and receive mail at 
any point where you can 
pick up an internet con-
nection.  
 TelephoneðWith a 

Skype account you can 
call anywhere in the 
world and pay no more 
than local rates. Call 
someone who is also on 
Skype for free. With a 
webcam you can make 
video calls and wave to 
your loved ones back 
home. 
 Photo-sharingð 
You can upload your  
holiday snaps to a photoï 
hosting site such as Face-
book or Flickr and share 
them with family and 
friends. 
 DirectionsðYou 
can use Google maps to 
get directions and plan 
your journey. 
 FacilitiesðYou can 
make use of other useful 
sites such as the National 
Public Toilet Maps! 
 Apart from things 

you can do with the  
internet a laptop is 

useful for reviewing photos and 
dumping your cameraôs mem-
ory card so that it is clear for 
the next dayôs shooting.  
You might also be using it to 
keep a diary of your trip. Up-
date your butterfly spotting. 
Orðeven work on something 
for the boss. 
 
 If you decide to take your  
laptop for a trip it is a good 
idea to buy a proper case for it. 
Preferably with room for your 
power lead and a mouse (if you 
use one). These are padded and 
will help protect your machine. 
 And do rememberð
Plugging peripherals such as 
card readers and iPods into 
your laptop will use power so 
consider this if you are working 
on battery. 
Should you or someone you 
know need help with using a 
laptop ñout and aboutò - give us 
a call on 4272 3559. 
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Last month we looked at 

various pieces of software 

which were available for 

free. This was popular 

enough with customers that 

we thought weôd continue 

the theme this month as 

well, and give you  

information concerning 

other free pieces of soft-

ware you can download 

and use. 

 

A few people asked us 

about the difference be-

tween óSaveô and 

óDownloadô when  

accessing software from 

the internet. In general, 

óSaveô will copy the  

compressed file to your 

computer, and leave it at 

that; you will then need to 

find it and double-click it 

to install the software. This 

is useful if you want to  

install something on more 

than one machine , as you 

only need to download it 

once ï it saves bandwidth. 

óDownloadô will copy the 

compressed file to your 

computer on a temporary 

basis and then immediately 

run it, starting the  

Installation process. This is 

the easiest option if youôre 

still not comfortable with 

finding files on your  

machine. 

 

As before, this is not an 

exhaustive list of things 

which you can download, 

and our including them 

should not be considered 

an endorsement of any  

particular product or  

company. Version numbers 

are correct at the time of 

production of the  

newsletter. 

 

Adobe Reader (http://

get.adobe.com/uk/reader/) ï 

Adobe Reader v9.3 enables 

you to read PDF files, a for-

mat which is becoming 

more and more common on 

the internet, and even as 

manuals for such devices as 

televisions and cameras. If 

youôre reading this  

newsletter online, then 

youôre probably using 

Adobe Reader to do so. 

 

Open Office (http://

www.openoffice.org/) ï 

Open Office 3.2 is a suite of 

programs similar to  

Microsoft Office. Indeed if 

you are reasonably familiar 

with Microsoft Office you 

will have no trouble  

adapting to Open Office, 

although there are some  

differences in terms of 

things you can and canôt do. 

The most commonly used 

functions are word-

processing, spreadsheets and 

presentations, although it 

can also be used for graph-

ics and databases as well. 

 

Picasa (http://

www.picasaweb.google.com

/) - Picasa 3.6 is an image 

organiser and image viewer 

for organizing and editing 

digital photos. It also has an 

associated website which 

you can use to share your 

photos online. It  

allows you to organise your 

photos into albums for  

easier viewing and access, 

make some adjustments to 

pictures (such as brightness 

and contrast or removing red

-eye) and will even perform 

facial recognition, allowing 

you to easily organise  

albums relating to particular  

individuals. In addition it 

includes functionality for 

importing pictures from 

your camera or scanner, as 

well as sharing them via 

email or on the internet. 

 

The Gimp (http://

www.gimp.org/) ï The 

Gimp 2.6 is a graphics  

editor, which you can use to 

retouch or edit your digital 

photos or pictures, and even 

create new images with a 

selection of brushes and 

tools. This is what you use if 

you want to do a little more 

than just correct the basics 

of a picture.  

 

Google Earth (http://

earth.google.com/) ï Google 

Earth 5.1 is a virtual globe, 

map and geographical  

program. Whilst many of its 

features are not of  

immediate use to the home 

user, it is a fascinating toy, 

allowing the user to explore 

the world, its features and its 

cities from the comfort of 

their own computer. Many 

major cities are mapped in 

3D, allowing you to óflyô 

down their streets. If the  

satellite image overlays in 

Google Maps fascinate you, 

then Google Earth takes it 

several stages further.  

Amateur astronomers can 

also use Google Sky to look 

at celestial bodies, and there 

are also virtual maps of the 

Moon and Mars to explore. 

 
 

 

AB Computer Training  

More Free 
Stuff!  

Deltiology is the hobby of 

collecting postcards and 

Iôm sure weôve all bought 

and received a few, but 

when was the first post 

card developed? - in 1861 

by John P Charlton of 

Philadelphia.  

The early postcards were 

pre-stamped .The first 

cards where a postage 

stamp had to be attached 

were introduced in Austria 

in 1869. However, at this 

time any message had to be 

written across the front of 

the pictureðnot on the 

back. In 1902 England  

became the first country to 

allow cards with a divided 

back where you could write 

a message as well as the  

address. Picture postcards 

became extremely  

popularðespecially as they 

could be posted at a 

cheaper rate than a letter.  

Email and messaging may 

be a more immediate 

means of staying in touch 

today but millions of post-

cards are still bought as 

souvenirs and sent to loved 

ones and friends. And, of 

course, collecting emails 

doesnôt have the same  

appealðdoes it? 
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Are you 

guilty of  

deltiology? 
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