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 WINDOWS — FROM  

PERSONALISING YOUR DESKTOP 

TO MANAGING FILES AND 

 FOLDERS 

 INTERNET—FROM  

BROWSING WIKIPEDIA TO  

AUCTIONEERING ON EBAY. 

 MAIL AND CHAT—FROM 

EMAIL TO VIDEO  

CONFERENCING 

PC Tamer News 
ADDRESSI NG  T HE NEEDS  OF  PC USERS I N  T HE HO ME 

AND SMAL L  BUSI NESSES . 

―I‘ve  bought a  
computer that 

has wireless and even Blue-
tooth—but I‘m not sure—
does this mean I‘m on the 
internet?‖ 
In a word—no. To go on 
the internet you have to 
have an account with a 
 provider. This might be 
with BigPond, Optus, Dodo 
etc. There are numerous 
internet providers—a lot of 
them also provide  
telephone and mobile 
phone services. 
 
―So who should I go with 
and what should I ask for?‖ 
This is a difficult one. Each 
provider offers a range of 
deals—rather like the deals 
you can get on mobile 
phones. You can pay as you 
go or have a monthly  
account. What you decide 
on will be influenced by 
how much you want to 
spend, how much 
download/upload  
allowance (measured in 
gigabytes) you think you 
might need and how fast a  

speed you want. 
 
―Do I need dial-up or 
broadband?‖ 
Dial –up uses your phone 
line to get the internet. This 
is generally the cheapest 
way of getting the internet 
but it is also slow. A lot of 
websites are designed to 
work with broadband 
speeds and could be  
frustrating to use with dial-
up. Dial-up also uses your 
phone line so that you can‘t 
make or receive calls while 
you‘re on the internet. 
Broadband can be wireless. 
You have a small gizmo 
called a dongle which plugs 
into your computer and this 
picks up the internet wire-
lessly. These are very popu-
lar but reception can be  
variable depending on 
where you live and which 
provider you‘re with. 
   You can also get broad-
band through your phone 
line (and still be able to  
receive and make calls). 
This system tends to be the 
fastest and most reliable 

but also probably the most  
expensive. Combined with a 
wireless router, this method 
will allow you to use your  
computer in any part of the 
house (or even out in the yard!) 
It will also allow you to have 
several computers connected to 
the internet at once. 
 
So getting on the internet needs 
a bit of consideration. There are 
a lot of providers out there  
vying for your business and 
deals on offer are changing 
constantly.  
   A word of caution—some of 
the cheaper deals with small 
upload/download allowances 
charge excess if you go over 
this amount and you could get 
stuck with a large bill you 
weren‘t expecting. 
 
―Now I‘m on the internet do I 
have email?‖ 
No room to answer this one in 
detail here, this time I‘m afraid. 
The answer is possibly—
depends on your internet 
provider! 
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Types‘, but you can search for clip art, 

pictures of faces or drawings rather than  

photos. 

 

The final group allows you to restrict 

your search by colour. Again, ‗Any  

Colour‘ is the default, but you can have 

Google only return results for a specific 

colour, or just black and white images. 

 

Under the search box is a link to 

‗Advanced search‘. This gives you access 

to a whole range of options to refine and 

restrict your search. Some of them are 

advanced versions of the options in the  

sidebar, as described above. However, 

there are also options for restricting your 

search to a particular domain name (only 

sites which end ‗.au‘ for example, or im-

ages on ‗flickr.com‘), and one for limiting 

your search to images with particular  

copyright. The latter is useful if you plan 

on editing an image as part of your own 

work, or using it for commercial or  

promotional purposes. This is the sort of 

search we would do to include an image 

in our newsletter. 

 

One useful option as part of the 

‗Advanced search‘ is the ‗Safe Search‘ 

filter. This allows Google to limit what 

content is shown; as you can imagine 

there are images on the internet which 

you probably don‘t want to see. Putting 

‗Safe Search‘ on will prevent unsavoury 

images from being shown. ‗Safe Search‘ 

is on by default. 

 

Obviously there is not enough space 

hereto go into effective strategies for  

searching for images, but we hope this 

brief guide gives you an idea of the  

possibilities of this useful tool. Should 

you feel you would like some help in 

finding images for your current project or 

even pin-ups to liven up your study/

office—give us a call. (Personally I‘ve a 

rather nice pic of Inspector Rex on my 

wall—that‘s right, the police dog!) 

Regarded as one of the 
greatest photographers 

of his time, Henri Cartier
-Bresson was a shy 

Frenchman who elevated 
"snap shooting" to the 

level of a refined and dis-
ciplined art.  

 
Born in 1908, he took up 

photography in the 
1930s, and worked as a 

photojournalist from 
then until the 1970s. He 
was a pioneer of what is 
knows as ‘street’ or 
‘candid photography’; 

capturing natural images 
of people in real loca-

tions, but with a sense of 
timing and composition 
that turned snapshots 

into an art-form. 
 

His pictures recorded 
human life in terms of 

small details, capturing 
what he described as ‘ 
The Decisive Moment’. 

Indeed he wrote "In pho-
tography, the smallest 

thing can be a great sub-
ject."   

 
Many of his pictures are 
iconic; the next time you  

try a Google image 
search,  type in his 

name, and marvel at his 
skill 
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Using Google Images 
 

M any people use Google to search 

for web-pages and information 

But did you know that you can also use 

it to search the vast number of images 

on the web; photographs, illustrations, 

drawings and diagrams? 

 

At the top of the main Google page is a 

link to ‗Images‘. Click on this, and type 

in your search as you normally would . 

Instead of links to websites you will see 

a mosaic of images which relate to your 

search. As you scroll down, Google adds 

new ‗pages‘ of images. 

 

What then? 

 

Hover the mouse over any image in the 

mosaic, and you get a display showing 

you the name of the image, as well as its 

details. If you click on an image, you 

will be taken to a screen which displays 

it in a larger form. There you will also 

see a link to the web-page the picture is 

from. Remember you can right-click on 

most pictures on the web and use them 

as a desk top background or save them 

to your computer. 

 

However, suppose you are searching for 

something more specific? To the left of 

your search results are options you can 

use to refine your search. 

 

The first group allows you to limit the 

search by the image size. This defaults 

to ‗Any Size‘ but you can restrict the 

results to large images, medium, icons 

or even specify a range or exact size. 

Image sizes are measured in how many 

pixels high and wide they are. 

 

The second group of options allows you 

to restrict your results to Images of a 

particular type. Again, the default is ‗All 

Worth a  
thousand words?  


